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Plot:
Read the books that inspired the How to Train Your Dragon films! This book
will be a hit with children and adults alike. THE STORY BEGINS in the first
volume of Hiccup's How to Train Your Dragon memoirs...Hiccup Horrendous
Haddock III was an awesome sword-fighter, a dragon-whisperer and the
greatest Viking Hero who ever lived. But it wasn't always like that. In fact, in
the beginning, Hiccup Horrendous Haddock III was the most put upon Viking
you'd ever seen. Not loud enough to make himself heard at dinner with his
father, Stoick the Vast; not hard enough to beat his chief rival, Snotlout, at
Bashyball, the number one school sport and CERTAINLY not stupid enough to
go into a cave full of dragons to find a pet...It's time for Hiccup to learn how to
be a Hero. How to Train Your Dragon is now a major DreamWorks franchise.
How to Train Your Dragon 2 hits cinemas in Summer 2014 starring Gerrard
Butler, Cate Blanchett and Jonah Hill and the TV series, Riders of Berk, can be
seen on CBeebies and Cartoon Network. Read the rest of Hiccup's exploits in
the How to Train Your Dragon series and check out the brilliant website at
www.howtotrainyourdragonbooks.com It's the place to go for games,
downloads, activities and sneak peeks!
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Review quote
 ' The combination of cartoons with sharp wit is what makes this book so
uniquely special.' Books Quaterly (Waterstones) '... full of charm ...
imaginative and bursting with inventive, off-the-wall humour, making them
great stories to be read aloud.' Waterstones Books Quarterly 'another triumph
from the creative pen of Cressida Cowell.' Writeaway.org '... inspired series ...
its enchantment lies primarily in the comical, affectionate and often irritable
relationship between Hiccup (the only nerd in the violent Viking Hooligan
tribe) and his runty little dragon Toothless.' Amanda Craig, The Times Fiercely
exciting and laugh-aloud funny, it is as full of joy for children of 7+ who have
given up reading as for those who love it. Amanda Craig, The Times
CHILDREN'S BOOK OF THE WEEK: This book is great fun and has a
Blackadderish sense of humour ... full of the sort of jokes that will make
schoolboys snigger. Nicolette Jones, The Sunday Times How to Train Your
Dragon is a delightful narrative caper... It offers a challenging read to 11-year-
olds, and rewards reading aloud, especially for those who relish an element of
theatre at story time. Sunday Herald, Glasgow ... raucous and slapstick ...
liberally illustrated with [Cressida Cowell's] riotous drawings, notes and maps.
The Financial Times [Cressida Cowell] puts a contemporary spin on the old
brains over brawn moral and brings the story to a climax with a thrilling
dragon duel. Lots for lots of different readers to enjoy. Books for Keeps 'a
hilarious and gripping adventure, beautifully paced and studded with great
dramatic scenes.' Amanda Craig, Times Bulging with good jokes, funny
drawings and dramatic scenes, it is absolutely wonderful. Independent on
Sunday Cowell writes laugh-out-loud books with plenty of boy appeal. Cowell's
anarchic drawings suit the slapstick humour. The Herald 'If you haven't
discovered Hiccup yet, you're missing out on one of the greatest inventions of
modern children's literature.' Julia Eccleshare, Guardian children's editor 'What
a fab book ... will definitely make you laugh out loud!' Torquay Herald Express
Highly original. Uproarious. Woman's Weekly 

 

About Cressida Cowell
 Cressida grew up in Chelsea. She studied English Literature at Keble College,



Oxford University. She then worked at Macmillan in the Fiction department.
She took a BA at St Martins in graphic design and then an MA in Narrative
Illustration at Brighton. She is married with three children and lives in London. 

 

Review Text
 The first in the successful series... perfect for tricky boy readers, as the action
scenes are first-class. The Sunday Telegraph 20141221 
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